INTRODUCTION
P ediatric dermatology is a separate entity in the developed nations. [1] Skin diseases are a major health problem in the pediatric age group and are associated with significant morbidity. [2] Skin diseases constitute at least 30% of all outpatient visit to a pediatrician, and 30% of all visit to a dermatologist involve children. [2] Infection and infestation are most common dermatoses seen in pediatric age group.
analyzed and frequencies and percentages tabulated according to diagnosis.
RESULTS
A total of 127 infections and infestation were noted in 120 patients. Infections are classified into bacterial, viral and fungal. Seven patients had both infection and infestation. Total of 69.1% infections and 36.7% infestations were noted. Infection is further divided in bacterial [ Table 1 ], fungal [ Table 2 ] and viral [ Table 3 ]. Infestations [ Table 4 ] seen are pediculosis and scabies. The most common dermatoses seen were Bacterial infection 34.1%, followed by scabies 27.6%.
Morphologic pattern of dermatoses include papule 63.3%, 16.6% plaque, 16.6% erosion, 5.8% bullae and 4.1% crust. In socioeconomic status of patients, 40% were from upper middle class, 30.8% from upper middle class, 30.8% were from upper lower class, 7.5% were from upper class and 4% were from upper lower class. The most common complain noted was itching in 64%, pain in 29% and 22% patients were asymptomatic. About 24.3% infection were seen in age group between 0 and 4 year, 30.8% seen between 5 and 8 year and 20% between 9 and 12 year. About 11.6% infestation seen in age group between 0 and 4 year, 14.1% seen between 5 and 8 year and 11.6% seen between 9 and 12 years of age. A total of 81 patients were school going, and 39 were nonschool going, maximum of whom had not started their schooling. Family history was positive in 38.3% patient. In our study, 67.5% patients were school going, and 32.5% were nonschool going, maximum of whom had not started their schooling. Family history was positive in 38.3% patient including both infection and infestation. In demographic profile of patients, 66.6% are from rural and 33.4% were from urban area.
DISCUSSION
The most common infection in our study was bacterial then viral and fungal infections, observed in 37.4%, 16.7% and 15% of the study population. Among bacterial infections, pyoderma was the most common in our study followed by dermatophytic infections fungal infections. Bacterial infections include pyoderma, cutaneous tuberculosis [ Figure 1 ] and acute paronychia. Among all cutaneous tuberculosis was not common. In our study, Pyoderma was periporitis [ Figure 2 ], bullous impetigo [ Figure 3 ], impetigo contagiosum, furuncle and secondary pyoderma. Most common noted dermatophytic infections were tinea corporis, facei [ Figure 4 ] and capitis [ Figure 5 ]. In fungal infections, vaginal candidiasis [ Figure 6 ] is not commonly seen dermatoses in children. Herpes zoster is rare dermatoses seen in children. Other noted common viral infections were molluscum contagiosum [ Figure 7 ] and wart [ Figure 8 ]. Among them, most of the children were school going or having positive family history. In scabies [ Figure 9 ] maximum positive family history was seen.
The pattern of skin diseases in pediatric age group vary from one country to another and within the same country from one state to another. [3] The infants are mostly confined to their household while preschool children aged 1-5 years are exposed to their neighborhood. Thus, childhood age may be considered as a surrogate marker for environmental risks.
Skin diseases are the most frequent diseases of school children in many developing countries. The school environment makes children vulnerable to the cross transmission of communicable skin diseases among themselves and their family. [4] The prevalence of pediatric dermatoses is higher in rural areas as compared to urban areas in relation to poor socioeconomic status, poor personal hygiene, overcrowded, families lack of general awareness, lack of education, sanitation and specialized health facilities. [5] Skin diseases in the pediatric age group can be transitory or chronic and recurrent. The chronic dermatoses are associated with significant morbidity and psychological impact. Pediatric dermatoses require a separate view from adult dermatoses as there are important differences in clinical presentation, treatment, and prognosis. [2] Various epidemiological studies have been undertaken across the world including India to study the pattern of pediatric dermatoses. [2] The epidemiological data in Indian studies are based Sacchidanand et al., where total number of the patient was 1090, out of all dermatoses bacterial infections were 7.5%, viral infections were 11.9% fungal infections were 6.44% and infestations were 7.42%. [6] Another study by Balai et al., number of patient were 1,000, out of them total number of bacterial infections were 13.72%, viral infection were 3.40%, fungal infection were 6.52% and total infestation were 10.42%. [3] 
CONCLUSION
Our study brings into light the pattern of infections and infestations in pediatric patients. In our study infections were significant. The incidence of infection and infestations in the pediatric age group can be brought down by increasing awareness among the population regarding etiology and spread of pediatric diseases and also by improving sanitation, nutrition and personal hygiene of children.
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